
Before the
FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION

Washington, D.C. 20554

In the Matter of

Amendment of Parts 2 and 25 of the
Commission's Rules to Allocate the
13.75 - 14.0 GHz Band to the
Fixed-Satellite Service

To: The Commission

)
)
)
)
)
)

ET Docket No. 96-20
RM-S63S

DOCKET FILE COpy ORIGINAL

REPLY COMMENTS IN SUPPORT
OF PROPOSED ALLOCATION

International Private Satellite Partners, Ltd., d/b/a Orion Atlantic (hereafter

"Orion"), hereby files its reply comments in the above-captioned proceeding initiated by

the Commission's Notice of Proposed Rulemaking, FCC 96-55, released February 23,

1996. By Order released April 12, 1996 (DA 96-579), the Chief of the Commission's

Office of Engineering and Technology extended the reply comment deadline until April

26, 1996, in light of the late-filed comments submitted by the National Aeronautics and

Space Administration ("NASA") on April 9, 1996.

1. In its Notice of Proposed Rulemaking, the Commission has proposed to

amend the Table of Frequency Allocations by allocating, for co-primary use in the

Earth-to-Space ("uplink") direction, 250 MHz of spectrum in the 13.75-14.0 GHz

frequency band for the Fixed-Satellite Service ("FSS"). Orion Atlantic has an interest in

this proposed allocation because it presently operates an international FSS satellite
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system in the transatlantic region utilizing a satellite at 37.5° W.L., and is planning to

inaugurate FSS service on several additional satellites in the future.

2. Orion Atlantic agrees with the comments filed by other parties in this

proceedingll (and with the Petition for Rulemaking filed by Hughes Communications

Galaxy, Inc. which initiated this proceeding) that the proposed allocation of the 13.75-

14.0 GHz band for use by FSS uplinks will correct the present imbalance between the

amount of uplink and downlink frequencies now available for international FSS use.

Orion Atlantic also agrees with the Commission that "the growing international and

domestic demand for FSS services should be accommodated by making this

spectrum available for FSS operations. "'Y

3. The proposed action will cause the U.S. Table of Allocations to be in

conformity with the International Table of Allocations adopted in the final acts of

WARC-92.~ Orion Atlantic agrees, in addition, with the Commission's proposal that

the new allocation should be subject to the same technical restrictions set forth in the

relevant footnotes of the International Radio Regulations as adopted, renumbered and

revised at WRC-95.

1/ See Comments of Hughes Communications Galaxy, Inc.; GE American
Communications, Inc.; Loral Aerospace Holdings, Inc., and Comsat Corporation.

2:./ NPRM at para. 8.

'J./ International Telecommunications Union, Final Acts of the World Administration
Radio Conference for Dealing with Frequency Allocations in Certain Parts of the
Spectrum (WARC-92), Resolution No. 112, at 204 (1992).
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In conclusion, Orion Atlantic urges the Commission to adopt the proposal to

allocate the 13.75-14.0 GHz band on a co-primary basis for FSS use for uplink

transmissions.

Respectfully submitted,

INTERNATIONAL PRIVATE SATELLITE PARTNERS, LTD.

("ORION ATLANTIC")

By: 24'0~-~--.;--
Thomas J. Keller
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Washington, D.C. 20005
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Its Attorneys
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